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4 Peru’s Belaunde (center) exhibits 
uniforms of Ecuadorean soldiers who 
fell In clashes with Peruvian troops. 


Despite the military's "anti-i 
rhetoric, international bankers 
: proved of the regime's expansive 
meht^programs. Bat ihe 1975 worldwide 
recession triggered a major crisis, and Peru v 
has since been wracked by severe depres- 

Although the military reghne had never - 
achieved much in the way of a popular mass 
base, whatever prestige .the reformist 
generals had won quickly evaporated as the 
, IMF began to dictate economic policy^ in 
return for emergency loans. y;; - ; 

' Although the reformist Peruvian Com- 
munist Party (PCP-U), which held bureau- : 
cratic control of the largest" trade union 
confederation, was reluctant* to. confront a 
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p But we have to make it through 1981 first, 

^ f: / Inflation is on the. rampage/ tightened credit means- 
-T " we’re forced to pay back bills more quickly and we’ve just 
r used up our reserves from last year’s fundraising drive. :: *.' 
£ This spring we re turning to our entire readership for con- :s 

= tributions which will guarantee our^ survival for another’ : 
# Vyqar. §,,• ’ ^ - a 
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"r,. -*Xhe military had little choice but to shift 
support to the very man they had ousted 12 
: years earlier: Fernando Belaunde and his 
center-right Popular Action Party. 

WORKERS ON OFFENSIVE 
* T v In this fluid. political situation, the left was 
almost able to Unite all its various political 
tendencies around the candidacy of the 
charismatic Trotskyist and ex-peasant lead- 
er, Hugo Blanco. But the Revolutionary Left 
Alliance (ARI) collapsed after only a month 
: in a sectarian debacle, .and five separate left 
candidates ■ 

: 'y -Far from diftrsing the popular struggles, 
> however, file electoral campaigns further 
/; politicized Peruvian society. In competing 
< with articulate tleft?xandidates,i^Belaunde 
y; portrayed himself as the savior of the victims 
of ' the mifitary -^dictatorship £ He made 
^Incredible promises vtcK workers,^induding 
; one x million >hew H jobs , the - rehiring of 
; employer* fired ’^strikes ‘ or for w political 
- activities, pricey controls and v.m regular 
adjustment of wages incline with inflation. 
\ As a result, impatient and impoverished 
workers gave him no honeymoon after his 
V inauguration last, July. 28. Under leftist 
>; leadership; workers went on the offensive to 
.recover the wagelosses .suffered during four 
harsh years of military repression and 
austerity programs;* From miners to state 
employes to doctors and nurses, labor 
launched 30 major strikes during Belaunde’s 
. first month in office. The offensive continues 
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source of analysesrand information on 
the practices, ^gani^tion and objec- 
tives of U.S. intelligence-^vi^w. 
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. y ?: We need your help. Since Jan. I, the Guardian has been paying higher rates for surface mail pos- \ 
I tage to foreign destinations. In fact the latest international postage rate increase means that it now : 

costs us $ 1 1 in postage to send you the Guardian for a year. V-; , - -.V" 1 • C ; ^ 

. : . : But we've only riiarged you the old rate — -$5 per year before Oct 3,- 1980, and $7 since then. 
Multiplied by the thousands of overseas readers, the cost is quite .laige.^>*;y^.^ : "*r » ' - - 

Needless to say, this new .increase is a blow to our already precarious finandal_condition. We 
" simply can't absorb this additional expense ourselves. 

We need your help. Can you send a contribution, now, to help us cover these costs? Because not j 
‘rail overseas readers will respond, we ask that you give as much as you can. ‘ v ^ 

; y. (Please use a bank check payable in U.S. funds at a bank with a branch or agent in the U.S.) : l;.] 

' Special note to airmail subscribers: Airmail subscribers will be billed individually for the increased rates to each of 
their respective countries. Please wait until you receive a^l before sending payment Thank you Z \y 
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